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TYNAN ON MAILER 


“No matter how sternly one quarrels with what he says, 
Mailer has the power—shared by some saints, many suicides, 
and most first-rate writers—of renovating and replenishing 
the imagination. Some day—and the sooner the better—he may 
return to the frame of mind in which he said: 
“*As Socialists, we want a socialist world not because we have the 
conceit that men would therefore be happy .. . but because we feel 
the moral imperative in life itself to raise the human condition, 


even if this should ultimately mean no more than that man’s suf- 
fering has been lifted to a higher level.’ 


“Meanwhile read the book.* Nobody writing in America 
cares so deeply about so many things, personal and political, 
vital and various.’—Kenneth Tynan in The Village Voice. 
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